VII.   ATMOSPHERIC OBJECTS.
1,    Vayu and Vdta.

Vayu is invoked in three complete hymns and parts of
eight others. Vata is celebrated in two short hymns. They
are, in addition, praised or otherwise mentioned in some hundred
and fifty passages. Their names sometimes occur together
in the same passages (VI. 50. 12; X. 90. 13; etc.). Vayu has
also been invoked with Indra in one complete hymn, in several
passages of another hymn, and in some fourteen scattered pas-
sages. He has also been praised with Agni, Surya, Asvins,
Visnu, Maruts, and some other deities. Vata is associated with
Parjanya.

Vayu has usually been addressed as a single person, but
in one passage (IL 11, 14) there is mention of many Vayus.
The word Vata has been used in the singular, the dual (vdtau)
(X. 137. 2) and many times in the plural (Vatah).

Vayu is regarded as the chief of the gods (VIII. 26. 25).
He is "the son-in-law of Tvswjtr (VIII. 26. 21). Vata is
regarded as the messenger of the gods (X. 137. 3).

Vayu is visible (I. 2. 1) and white in colour (VII. 91. 3),
Vata is regarded as widespread (X. 89. 11); he is recognised
by his movement as his form is not visible (X. 168. 8). Of
other physical features, we find that Vayu is not still (X. 168. 3),
he is always moving (II. 11. 3), and is swift (X. 106. 7). This
movement is specially connected with Vata in many passages.
The swiftness of Vata has been used many times as a standard
of comparison for the motion of many objects (V, 31. 10; VII.
36. 3 ; VIII. 1. 11; etc.). Vata is said to blow (I. 28. 6 ; X.
137. 3) during rain (V, 83. 4). He is also said to move to and
fro (IX. 97. 52). He travels in the sky (II. 38. 2) and comes
from the sky (I. 161. 14). He blows downwards (X. 60. 11).
He has been requested to blow without heat (VIII. 18. 9) and
not to blow unfavourably (I. 29. 6). He cannot be held fast
(X. 95. 2). The strength of Agni is compared with that of
Vayu (VI. 4. 5). Vata is said to roar in the sky (IV 22. 4) as
thunder (X. 168. 1). We know Vayu's wrath (VII. 62. 4). '

VSyu has a chariot (VII 90. 1). The chariots are one
hundred in number (II. 4L 1). The chariot is golden-fellied
(IV. 46. 4). Indra is the charioteer of Vayu (IV. 46. 2 ; IV.
48, 2). The steeds- of Vayu'js chariot afe known as Niyut (I
134.2; II. 41.1; III. 35.1; IV. 46. 2; VII. 23, 4; etc.), perhaps
referring to their great number. They are said to be ninety-
nine (If. 48. 4), a hundred (IV. 48. 5; VII. 92. 5), a thousand
(1.135.1; 17,48.5; VIL 92.1; etc.) or ten thousand (1.135. 3)
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